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I Tan Abrams on I

Three years before the open:n,
a YOLl.llE pluywrip"ht of orilli tnt 'promise
socially prominent widow, hns [~rried

Southern poirl whose ambitions led her
was intro~uced to her hy his old colla
impressario, in Vlhose compa~l:J' Grace w

Brs. Ainsworth oh~ect8d to
objected to :';r1win vlritin'", plays on ac
brought them int 0 C '.m tac t, ano who, t
cOI~lc1 not possihly be "11ice" people.

The cont Inlled interference a
who would not permit the YOllll[ people
&8 -well a~ too me-d.d..lingof Cla ..l.dia J3r ov _
inoa te of' :::'"8. ;Ain sHorth 's flOI. e; di d not
1al ship of the yOlll1g people into peaceful

ominated his avery
a gentleman, he avoided
the pr08resv of affairs

i'he crises see~~d er!lll1inent
ness 0 f herB exi stance, saw a chance
Chase to five her a learH11E" role in his n
agreed, be] ieving it W8.S hilt fnir to per
her talents. lIrs. Ai::lswort::-J. oh.iected
Grace tu choose hetween her career an
first ti.!le defied ::rs. Aiw-:v/orth t1.11d
her career. Jllrs. Ainswroth tried
sacr i fi ci ng him ann :no therhood for
r70thing };dwi~1 WIlS ethle to r.my seeme
Cla'lo 1a' s int er Lerell ce in the affai
part of jolrs. Ai'1s'North that ~nwe

and had r:larr ie n -;~ d\'/i ~ only on 11 ceo l1

imparted this to Bdwin, who ridicill
necessity for ;-3or::e i:::wlfoniate action

",arold Cha~e, fon-1 of Zdw
their happi/less I fears 11e is \/reckinp.
may he be J tRr for ~ra(;e n,) to eont in
minp.o to eo' on, 0, cause\ she Y.rl0i/S th~ t i
J,:rs. Ainsworth will f10fainate 'ler the rest
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"SElwin makes a last atter:1pt to straighten
ca.lls his mother and Clal)<1ia into his stlH'ly,
at 1 ast' discovered why :;larr i~1.t:res be tween eho
sin~ets. etc .• to rich Men penA?aJly prove
li81:en8 to him scornflllly, nevertheless, s

~r. Giani. ~ho ~~~er the guise
conductinf a.n interestinp: "joint'· in vlhi
is addin - elf.> a foo,l sized bun:: ro_l for
plar;e is &.. sort of clearing ~,')Il:,:e for h"
i<:eeps;). caref,llly loc::=e(1"~1\m/ li~t of ().
other evidenee thclt VvOllln be sellsationa
if it fell into the hand::; of an hOlle::;t"

Amon€: the r'ioct>Jr's llllf1erlings,
cabare t dane er. v/ho is hi red to pI' ocu.re
class to pllre"lhse li1lllor. j~~H1eline offer­
~orth as a likely CQstomer.

Vineen te. L:tl.delille' ~~ dl1ncing partner
--,~=

A certain .~ohn ':;ells in ivmcara~1C8 a p:entleman
lU:e "Sr:1win in heirn and f~[l()ral cornpie:tio~ is also a mem"tJ
e-ang. ',VeIls warris Uaofllillc that Vineente is very jealolls of
is apt to rnake troll',le if 118 £1n-18 Ollt of li~r connection v/ith tl1em.
i,:adeline W'.:irns ,jells 8.rai1l2 7lr n~:inr ai ....d i11"'Q.r-::~r·'-=-- ' love
affa.ir.

-::: d Ii 11 9J 1<1 '::; I'e. c ':. • SI'fl Ce n ,m 1 i '.' e c i n h.; r
YlL¥rn.ted to the '!ilLl.ge r1is·_~i.Jt vi l lere he
'1118 is livil1E (J. life a: (Hssil'ntion. He
1,~adeline, '1ho m her Dart lv.s fa]lcn han
to Vincente 's dis:~atisfac::Lon. Vineente.
her llP to ":dwill.

rora,Je, whom separ>l ti on fro
les:3 !:tH() on t .....10 'ler,¥e of 'L ("Antal anrl
the int,;rferlu::! Clall(Ua, t'uJ.t ~r1Will 1
dancer. Grace refuses to beli~ve it
Cl~lldin ~uf:gests a 'livoyce ann that s
w'Lth her. '1'0 prove to Cla i Hlill.. that
cO w' Lh ht~r, to t hfl Cal)~lret where ::ad
r(lust 0: hi.) evellinp's.

r'3~.l.n'!Jhil'), in the J9.barei.., t
..~rs. ,~inswort"" h s rOl,l8stf;d the ear-puny
inten:;ion beine tom buy off Jla(lelillG una
l,:adel ine has re f l8tJd to be bou,,- j:;, c ,)}1 teno

At :,} e sn.ll1'~ tillIe, in the pllhlic
qllar:rel t (\:1, t COU1P, s to b lOWf-\ foIl oriS be twp,en Vi Yj cente
has ent ,rAd l'li th CIL.. 10 i:t ann \'/i tne 8f~r1 the rOI'/. It sickens Grace
lehvc1s her f'.liJl~. c1izz:lt hilt ,3118 (lrop,3 on fte:.' ~ llt')es 'beside -r.dwin ~ begs
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T"r1e foIl ';Jill?, (1 [,1.;!, \'I1'1e1l r:rl'lce
:lol I'l'!'ses an l1 fal13 ill 0 u spell uf hrain

rJladeJ.~lle takes :;';dwin to his
of P.18.11dlill nru,nkelless,he 1)8 c=l. I:::; to feel
has acc0rn.e r Gr·'ir:e. l,luclHlil1e [,ixeG hi
and leb-ves, to 811l)Unter ~l~~l(~ellte in th
~ eell Oll::lY UlH] thr'3a ten::.> to kill Edwin,
r'J g'J.in tir.1e. :,lur'ieline prolU,ises, sends
to ~d\iliL' S rooel" t ,) , iUrll Ili[~J of Qincent

him to ret!lrn to her - to bep.:in life over. ~Ilwin ashamed
what 1e h~.L:~ lione to r:rat::~, Ft1i: with a "Ior' c:rl.'.'ine- f
lips, loob) into ter 7'aee, -'lS ;'uc1eline elbo',fs her
crowd, takes him away from Grace and,sneers at
with all a.ppro~ching illnHsp, nenOllnces ifrs.
dOVin <'ill 8.'1(: h~r own ~Fl.f eril1t". She flees
nOP.1e and 6ive~ ven t to a fl.)o o~ te}1.rs.

?ohn ~ells, has' stHp~ered .
the nffects of alcohol ,!,oisonill,~. T)es
save 'biJ~, 'Jells die", H.l1n ~l.[llli i:3 trOll
1) ody •

i.':WlelL'(l 1:l1lcl ~r1v/in arrive
tells "Ir. r:iani W[!at has h'lY"!)ened an
after eXl.1r:Jj ?1il1~ !lil:1, U:3:;'J.res ;,ludp.lil:e
of Arnne3 l<.l.. Tie eoncei VO::> all ideu, h
clEarei...te c>,se :1.l1c1 ,Jt}Jer i(!(;]Jtifica.ti
,jells und ol<lers IlL::; Lt)nc;Il!}(~n to thro
ThJ...l.(~h tl.ll.to~U.>:.'E'\~:::;tiOi, th8 110 ....~tor fore
',VeIls, a I:leeber of his t:ant;. :::dwin'8
tha t :,bd e line has saved him from some th n
il~ h'3r hands. The doctor advises tradel!
wb i c h s he 108 S •

At this ti..:e, ~clwill with tr
':l. letter to GY,l\:G, contE.. i;'ij~i! a suicide
hi self nith t"r1e f!ln nhir;h JJe took from t
t'l-Je room, rl;,Ghes to h1.ll1 alln s tri ve S ll.p 'hi s
tri[ger. ;he sun is dischur~ed in the air.
elln fro'!l hir:I who duzed awl 00 ~~llrprised to re
cOllch. Ilarielil:p. reads the letter an'! conceals it.
i:9.oe1il1e for n'_8 r~t,U'll uf thP. vun ;j.l1r1 ill '1 struggle for
ion of sa!, e, 7inc8i 'ce reulL.i1J~ ~r .1.t Liailt~ ine hqs llo11ble
con::es to 2dwLl1'S ap').rtllle~Jt --'it"r1 the intention of killiYlg Edwin. A'
snot is fired from ~d\ in-1~, 1""f tn >tllll-V.i.:fteGnte full - rlea •
-:::dwin eeing VinC8'lte dead, isl·t/~e":l. ~Je s{ures about the room and
'1/hen ~:Iic1elina qlH~8tion8 him he ~:8erlS It'lnl11e to re,eognize he. • deline
\vi th the tholl.:"'ht in her ~fJirr1 to fet awo.~T fro e
fet ,he plasU ~ --::t'\ lvin, 'vJ!1om t'/;,(l .:;noct rWR ro
~he I;JD~:e o~ "lo(' or vi'Lld, '·/·ljer(~ at tbe sa e
pl>ice.
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her san is n, ffiur­
vhat has happened.
&he es reat

is

Sever~l mont~s lntor.

7he fin~i~' of ~dwin's body, so
':;fJ/l t the [t\.09 was ~mrecogolliZlthle, 1)1~'c the clot=....:c~;;::::;.~11!1

aS3 1tred t'1e :~ins\J0rth's L;:ht it ',laS the hOClY of Ed •
izinC that she cannot cantin An lifo on hnr ovm income,
consent to [.-tUrT! '-bre:},l ehhse.. '

Tn the ri1'~allvlh ile:'; Edwin,
tt\.l:er. the Dlilee of ZO',]1 .iell~, ~:..,ll(\ his
the doctoris mo~t truster1 lieutenant, a
his dubiollS sllTrounoings. 11ade1ine, co
some day disco\·8r his Ifl trmt sel f 8.11<1, rn
police, is frO\'Jin .. ! fT:ore an(1 moyc restles

:-:arold realizes t:1U,t he ooe
hut s'le refuses.

Clalu1ia, hovlover, is not ~T8t

Sll:"/ests to nur,lld tr.ut he IOl::irry G-race.

Mrs. Ainsworth, aghast at the news that
derer an( silicide, realizes t h'1. t .,lle iR to· blame for

e-r anirLosity towRrn. Graee Chn. 11(reS to pity for her.
interest in 'hor lll1rl se llds her m~ny little dainties
rltshed.

1, ~ s. J\ i II ~ , w uu:J:(;:';i'T--ft,.."M,'~::;--.4~W"tiL.....G.~~~

an r1 tot ttl:e up h 8r r e 8i r1 en r; l~ ... i t 11 :-~e r lm til er:--ritrr~rI"MIt-~'tr-~~~~~__
froJ:! her 'home. ~ra:3e, fep.liltS- sr)rry for the
hroken, cOl1.~elJts•. t laBt II A,11 'lnc1erstan'li
tvv'O. ;\n' unn.e1J!stal1'1 il1P' trlf.t, sooner, nir:ht
of their lives.

An ir.:lpoi"tation of ljnyor,
has arOltS80 the S.l.f3picioYl of the prohib
clear road to rOllnr1i:'p" a'l t'ne .,.allf".
Cet certain jnf0T1'liltil))1 t!:nt hiJ.~~ lr;r1 to
of certain listt3 of ll:11JO~) of buyero
tl-:e entire JUnr: t,) .!<~il C;.llrl ,~a:we a co
citizens ur["8 the do~tor to protect t
:Tnited ::tates listrict ""ttor:iJe;r.is al
Zdwin is clot8.j led to .ct the evir1cnc
aga ill -t thedl. IIb.c1eli~le ob~eets to Ed
is no other \iay Oltt. 0r1win ".i..t11l::igeG t

the T\istri t :\t orlley':., oC 'ice and r
by J:adaline, who beein~~ to mor1dle.
the doctor and his clients and ','ith th
coun':r;r nnrl live ha;1pily. Sdwin, alvmy
he blo.cl~I.'tilinr att.l!'10t is loo.oe. T)r.

resent B ronr17.

11. birr seen" el: ~ 18 i'l
dtrine \V 'ch it, shot is fireo, and tho shock' 0, i
rr,emory. :Je recains 1-li~ ()Yrn personality and all t
t'r:P, liifLt of t:~e :lilTr'l'~ of Vint:fmte i::; a hlllllJ:. 7he eloctor ~l.nn

l:adel ille rnt11 i ?,(~ it, Uttr1 r(~i"F1.rrne S~3 0 the fnrlt thA. t the doctl r is ~
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criminal, he is also a scientist and Edwin's case so
that he prevents hi s ~ang from harming him and

Edwin's memory is completely
how he made connections with this gang.
Gra.ce - his mother and whe n ;'adel ine te 1
hack to them, because he is wanted for mil
had the cou~age to kill a man. I must
lJllnisr1n1ent for the deed." Hadeline
he mllst continu.e as John ·Iells, that he
his wife Grace.· is marrying his frien c1,
That only t,mds to s"!"lllr his en~rgy. He­
from the nlace and ~8afi8 reaches his 01
married, are going away on their v/eddin
and they recognize in the llntempt stra
into the hOllse. Sdvin, returned alive.
feet and pleads for fore-iveness, and Madel
has followed him, staP:"fers against a winno ,
~nraged, blinded ~ith jealousy - she shoots
at Grace's feet.

Grace, hysterically falls on her knees
pillows his dying head upon }~r lap ~nd declares she never
one save ;::n.win. f::ervants drag the defiant Hadeline in. and
hisses at Bys. Ains orth that slle is to blame for all this, had
kept away from the cabar~A~t~t~ru~1t~un~i~~~h~tr.~i~tr-;w~olunl~d~n~e~v:;e~r..h:a_v~e~~c~om::e.i~p-_
this. },lrs. Ainsworth b O\IS her hea an
pu~ishment~ Her son given back to her only
eyes. ~8" x:f:s:

T"he scene fades and Lrs. Ainsw
are seated in his stll~Y. Zdvin is rea~in

~anuscript ~ them. an~ whilst Claudia is
f~ll of offers of sU~p"estions, Urs. Ai
her son. "Sorry, mother," he tells
our 0.1 lives, in order to ma~e you re
lead." Jl1.st then, l.!adelinn, the rc
ltinsworth's home, enLers v/ith a tray
her wi th a smile ann te 11 s her that h
Claudia turns llpon her anc1 berl'ltes h
l'Lrs. Ainsworth tells ClalH1ia to he s
talkin£", and so has she merxn hersel

The astonished Joaid, car
Harol~ Rnd Grace, who are won~Arin~ w
so 1 mp;.

Urs. Ainsworth, fully awake
rtarold she will finance his production pr
She p;i ves Grace her hearty con<:>Ant to cf\8.}:e t
Grace and H!3.rold are both astonished, but the
Clalldia, the fomer smilinr, the latter ready to
convinces Grace Rnd Haroln that ~dwin has finally bro t hi
to hAr senses. f::he stops Claltc'l.iq from spoa}:ing, hut teJ linE'
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attend to her moneky that is running off on another de
expedition, und herself engages T:Iarold in conversat1
slips into Edwin's outstretched arms as he tells'
no rna; e fri c ti on in our home, sweethoart."

"The uinish"

IT.3. T'le incitients from
the doctor, to the
and the capture of
the play E~win has

*****"'***"''''
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